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COMMUNITY SAFETY NETWORK REGIONAL RADIO NETWORK 

Statement by Minister for Police 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.09 am]: I was delighted to attend the recent signing 
of a memorandum of understanding to implement a new communications network for police and emergency 
services in regional Western Australia. The community safety network regional radio network will replace the 
police regional radio network, providing mobile digital radio coverage across more than 18 000 square 
kilometres. The current police regional radio network is outdated and has aged to the point at which an 
unacceptable level of outages is occurring. It also does not have the capability to provide access for other 
agencies. The Liberal–National government has allocated $94.5 million through the royalties for regions 
program to fund the new common network infrastructure. The MOU was signed by representatives from WA 
Police, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority and the Department of Corrective Services. The project will 
bring together these agencies under one common infrastructure managed by WA Police.  

The new purpose-built secure radio communications network will allow WA Police and other emergency 
services to better serve country residents. It will benefit regional communities by providing a more informed, 
responsive and coordinated service. Albany, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the Pilbara will be the first 
major regions to gain access to the new network, with Motorola being awarded the contract to implement the 
network to these areas.  

The project caters for future expansion, allowing eventual access for other agencies. Opportunities will also be 
available to leverage access at minimal cost to additional radio sites across the state as part of the regional 
mobile communications project. Standardised terminal equipment will be used by WA Police, DCS and FESA, 
with WA Police and DCS already receiving the new equipment and beginning programming. A conventional 
digital radio network throughout the remainder of the state will be implemented for WA Police over a five-year 
period from late 2011, and is scheduled for completion in 2016–17.   
 


